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SUBJECT: EELICE MISSION TO GO PUBLIC 

1 . EOREIGN SECRETARY ABELA HAS JUST TELEPHONED ME TO SAY 
THAT HE HAD JUST LEARNED THAT THE PRIME MINISTER WILL 
MAKE PUBLIC TONIGHT HIS EXCHANGE OE LETTERS WITH THE 
PRESIDENT CONCERNING THE FELICE MISSION. HE WILL DO THIS 
BY LAYING COPIES OF THE TWO LETTERS ON THE TABLE OE THE 
HOUSE, PRESUMABLY IN THE CONTEXT OF HIS SPEECH IN 
PARLIAMENT WINDING UP DEBATE ON THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
SUPPLEMENT. 

2. ACCORDING TO ABELA THE PM IS TAKING THIS STEP BECAUSE 
NEWS OF THE FELICE MISSION HAS REACHED THE LEADER OF THE 
OPPOSITION. HE THEREEORE FEELS THAT TO KEEP THE FACTS 
STRAIGHT AND TO KEEP THE MATTER IN PERSPECTIVE (AND 
OBVIOUSLY TO KEEP A POLITICAL STEP AHEAD OF THE OPPOSITION 
HE HAS NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO MAKE THE LETTERS PUBLIC. 

3. I SAID I WOULD IMMEDIATELY INFORM WASHINGTON. I ALSO 
EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE, IN WHATEVER ORAL PRESENTATION 
THE PRIME MINISTER MAY MAKE, OF STICKING TO THE FACTS 
REGARDING THE LOAN REQUEST; I.E. THAT A REQUEST HAS BEEN 
MADE, THAT THE MATTER IS BEING CONSIDERED, BUT THAT NO 
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DECISIONS HAVE BEEN TAKEN. 

4. COMMENT: I SEE A LITTLE CHANCE OF STOPPING THIS 
MATTER BECOMING PUBLIC AND IT IS PROBABLY BEST THAT IT 
COME OUT STRAIGHT RATHER THAN THROUGH LEAKS AND GARBLES 
THAT WILL THEN DEMAND CLARIFICATION. HOWEVER IF THE 
DEPARTMENT WANTS ME TO ACT OTHERWISE I WILL 
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NEED TO KNOW IMMEDIATELY. LAINGEN 
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